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SIERRA NEVADA JOURNEYS

REDEFINE THE CLASSROOM
2016 ANNUAL REPORT
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OUR MISSION
Deliver innovative outdoor, science-based education programs  

for youth to develop critical thinking skills and natural resource stewardship.
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SIERRA NEVADA JOURNEYS

FROM OUR 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD AND CEO
“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.”  
William Butler Yeats

At Sierra Nevada Journeys, we use science and the outdoors to build 
our next generation of STEM-based workforce and environmentally 
literate citizens. Our focus on elementary-aged students gives us the 
opportunity to build a life-long passion for science and the outdoors, 
and we are inspired by seeing this spark ignited in our students. 

To broaden our impact, we have expanded program offerings across 
first through sixth grade, starting a new office in Sacramento, and 
professionalizing Sierra Nevada Journeys’ fundraising efforts to 
underpin our growth and student accessibility. We also grew our 
programs to serve the demand from our communities, and are now 
serving more than 20,000 students annually. 

As our programs continue to grow, we are committed to community-wide 
accessibility. Fueled by the generous support of our donors more than 
55 percent of the children we served in 2016 came from low-income 
households. As we look to the future, we are eager to deepen current 
partnerships and add new supporters to engage with our mission.

In 2017 Sierra Nevada Journeys turns 10 years old and our team will 
serve our 100,000th student. We are proud of the impacts our team 
members and supporters have made during the past decade and are 
enthusiastically looking forward to our next decade of service.

We could not have thrived since our inception without the engagement 
and support of our stakeholders, financial partners, volunteers and 
gifted professional team. We are grateful to our Board of Trustees 
for their commitment, contributions and wisdom. Through our work 
together, we are preparing our region’s next generation of leaders, 
scientists and stewards.

Sincerely,

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MARK BURRELL | CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Managing Partner, The WestMark Group
Gold River, CA

SHANE TUCKER | TREASURER
President, Food Bank Farmers

Davis, CA

GAIL ALDRICH | SECRETARY
Principal, The Aldrich Partnership

Gardnerville, NV

GREG BORTOLIN
Public Information Officer, Nevada Department of Education

Reno, NV

DAVID GORDON
Superintendent, Sacramento County Office of Education

Sacramento, CA

ROBERT PETERSEN
Practicing CPA
Saratoga, CA

GAIL PFROMMER
Northern Nevada STEAM Advocate,  

Retired Research Associate Microbiology,  
University of Nevada School of Medicine

Reno, NV

DAVE STOCKMAN
President, Stillwater Foundation

Reno, NV

CAROL WHITESIDE 
Partner, California Strategies

Modesto, CA
Mark Burrell

Chairman of the Board
Eaton Dunkelberger

CEO
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2016 COMMUNITY IMPACT
IN NORTHERN NEVADA AND NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

We are serving more children than ever,  
and we are continuing to grow 55%

OF CHILDREN SERVED 
IN 2016 ARE FROM LOW-
INCOME HOUSEHOLDS

19%
INCREASE IN  

STUDENTS SERVED FROM 
2015 TO 2016

54%
INCREASE IN  

STUDENTS SERVED 
FROM 2015 TO 2016 IN 

SACRAMENTO ALONE

Other notable moments for  
Sierra Nevada Journeys in 2016

• Grizzly Creek Ranch recognized as a Certified Wildlife Habitat by  
National Wildlife Federation

• Volunteer Marlys Pryor was named a Governor’s Points of Light 
finalist and invited to Las Vegas to be recognized for her dedication 
to service and science education

• Named Nonprofit Organization of the Year during the  
Golden Pinecone Awards hosted by GREENevada
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SIERRA NEVADA JOURNEYS

BEHIND THE SCENES WITH OUR RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM DIRECTOR
MEGAN HOLLENBECK

As a traditional middle school science teacher, I was tasked 
with taking my class on the annual outdoor education trip each 
year. The trip was at the end of the school year. One year I had 
a student who struggled in school. He was a sixth grader at 
a second-grade reading and writing level. He didn’t talk to 
his peers, he fought with his peers, rarely came prepared for 
class and was unproductive. The school administrators and the 
boy’s parents were reluctant to send him on the trip in fear of 
him lashing out aggressively to his peers, misbehaving and being 
a distraction. After many meetings, the decision was made that 
he would attend and would be placed in my group along with the 
principal.

A few weeks later we set out on the trip. During introductions, sitting in a circle under a large pine tree, this boy introduced 
himself with a big smile on his face. He already seemed different. He then proceeded to take out a pile of pencils from his 
backpack and offer them to his peers; all behaviors we had never seen from him. We started with a hike in the forest. He was 
up with the instructor the entire hike, asking questions and telling his peers all about what he knew already about the trees. He 
came alive with knowledge and information. He was excited about learning! He woke up every morning with a smile on his face 
and was early to meet his group. I was so proud and I was so happy for him that being in the outdoors was impacting his 
learning experience.

When we returned to school, I led the class in a reflection of the trip. They started with drawing a picture of their favorite 
memory. The student sat and drew a picture of his trail group in the snow, hiking through the forest. They all had smiles. This 
was the longest time I had seen him spend on one assignment. At the end of the class, I had the students write a reflection of 
the trip. They could choose to write a letter, write a story or share a memory. This boy sat for the entire 20 minutes, his pencil on 
the paper, writing about his time in the outdoors, learning science, and spending time with his peers. This was a student who 
didn’t write, didn’t read, didn’t participate, didn’t interact with his peers. He was transformed! Learning science in the outdoors 
did this. 

Getting kids into the outdoors and teaching them hands-on science so they can think critically and collaboratively problem 
solve is one of the most important things we can do for today’s youth. It is imperative we give students this experience so 
they can be successful citizens of this world and be more aware of the beauties around them. This is why I now work in outdoor 
science education.

Megan Hollenbeck 
Residential Program Director
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INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SCIENCE EXPLORATION
CLASSROOMS UNLEASHED
“The hands on aspect was great - students not only heard about 
science, they became part of it. (coyotes, logging companies, 
etc.)  The games were fun and interesting - my students still  
talk about them (and even play them on our playground!)”
- Lynne, Teacher from Sacramento City Unified School District

Our Classrooms Unleashed program is designed and taught 
by credentialed teachers to be inquiry-driven, hands-on and 
highly engaging. Each program includes three in-class lessons, 
a science exploration field trip and lesson extensions for before 
and after our science program.

In 2016, we saw 6,800 students in Northern Nevada and 2,100 
students in the Sacramento area, totaling 8,900 students. We 
saw a 19 percent increase in the number of students served 
between 2015 and 2016. Sacramento alone grew by 54 
percent.

With concerted effort around growth and expansion in 
Sacramento, we expect to serve 11,200 students across 
Northern Nevada and Northern California in 2017.

1ST GRADE 2ND GRADE 3RD GRADE 4TH GRADE 5TH GRADE 6TH GRADE

Nature’s 
Transformers

Matter  
Matters

Habits and 
Habitats

Our Amazing 
Earth

Hands in  
the River

STEAM and the 
Environment

KEY FEATURES OF
CLASSROOMS UNLEASHED
• Three classroom lessons led by Sierra Nevada 

Journeys teachers + field study

• Science notebooks for students

• Backwards-designed units prioritize student learning 
outcomes based on Academic Content Standards

• Deep alignment with Next Generation Science 
Standards and Common Core

• Pre- and post-assessments for students  

• Fully designed lessons for teachers to use before  
and after our science program

• Program fees are based on a sliding scale to meet  
the needs of all schools
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OUTDOOR SCHOOL
OVERNIGHT OUTDOOR LEARNING
“I love seeing students that don’t do so well in the four walls 
of a classroom excel in an outdoor, hands-on setting. So many 
students gain confidence on non-academic skills that they 
are able to take back to the classroom and apply to academic 
skills.” - Nicole, Teacher from Washoe County School District

Overnight Outdoor Learning is an outdoor school program 
focused on high impact education across Nevada and California. 
Taught by experiential educators, the 3-5 day programs are held 
at our campus, Grizzly Creek Ranch, in Portola, Calif. All lessons 
are designed to meet state science standards to build critical 
thinking and collaboration skills. Programs also include pre- and 
post-assessments to ensure the highest level of effectiveness.

In 2016, Sierra Nevada Journeys hosted 6,828 students on 
campus and taught science lessons and activities ranging 
in topics - such as engineering, pond and forest ecology, 
earth systems, energy and matter, and geodesic domes. Our 
challenge course promotes collaborative problem solving and 
leadership training.

KEY FEATURES OF
OVERNIGHT OUTDOOR LEARNING
• Deep alignment with Common Core and Next 

Generation Science Standards

• Teachers work with Sierra Nevada Journeys to create 
a customized set of lessons and activities

• Passionate, professional outdoor educators who are 
First Aid and CPR certified

• Sierra Nevada Journeys is accredited by the  
American Camp Association

• Beautiful, modern facilities situated on 1,500 acres  
of pristine yellow pine forest

OVERNIGHT OUTDOOR LEARNING PROGRAMS AND LESSONS

Geodesic 
Domes 

The  
Lorax

Energy and 
Matter

Geology Slingshots Pond and Forest 
Ecology

Astronomy Challenge 
Course

Science in 
Action

Nocturnal 
Adaptations

Organism 
Adaptations
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FAMILY AND TEACHER
SCIENCE ENGAGEMENT
FAMILY SCIENCE NIGHTS
Family Science Nights are an interactive and rewarding way for students and 
their families to engage with their schools. From STEM challenge stations to an 
engineering design contest, we are able to turn just-another-evening into a fun and 
educational experience for the whole family. In 2016, we hosted 56 Family Science 
Nights, a 66 percent growth from 2015. Our growth allowed us to serve 5,283 
children and parents with quality STEM education. In 2017, we plan to host more 
than 100 Family Science Nights.

PARENT ENGAGEMENT
During our programs, parents play a vital role; they assist in creating a rewarding and 
scientific experience for all students. During Classrooms Unleashed, they help lead 
small groups of students through a variety of field-based activities like earth science, 
watershed science, natural systems, etc. During Overnight Outdoor Learning at Grizzly 
Creek Ranch, schools recruit parents as chaperones to help supervise children 
and maintain a 8:1 student to adult ratio. Parent volunteers often report how much 
they learn as a chaperone, and thus provide an excellent opportunity to spread the 
content of the lessons into the community as well as reinforce the lesson within the 
families we directly serve.

After each Classrooms Unleashed and Overnight Outdoor Learning program, Sierra 
Nevada Journeys extends learning into the home by sending a follow-up email with 
engaging “dinner-table” questions and photos from their science exploration field trip.

NGSS BOOTCAMPS
In 2016, Sierra Nevada Journeys partnered with Project Learning Tree, the Nevada 
Division of Forestry and The Catamount Fund, Ltd for our second NGSS Bootcamp,  
a 3-day training on Next Generation Science Standards. Our speakers included  
Dr. David Crowther, president of National Science Teachers Association (NSTA), 
and the past and current Sierra Nevada Journeys’ educators and coordinators. 
Sixty classroom teachers dedicated their weekend to learn about Next Generation 
Science Standards and its three distinct dimensions to learning science - crosscutting 
concepts, science and engineering practices and disciplinary core ideas. 

In 2017, we plan to host over 100 teachers in Nevada and expand the workshop to 
include Northern California educators.
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OUR EARTHLY HEAVEN
GRIZZLY CREEK RANCH
SNJ SUMMER CAMP
Every summer during June and July, we host week-long 
overnight traditional summer camp sessions to our 
surrounding communities. In 2016, we hosted a total of 548 
children, a 38 percent growth in campers from 2015 to 2016. 
We also partnered with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northern 
Nevada and Reno Housing Authority to send 40 children from 
low-income families to camp. This was made possible due to 
generous financial partners and individual contributors.

TEEN LEADERSHIP
Teen programs are set up to challenge youth to work together, 
think critically and develop leadership skills to become 
successful adults. We work closely with our partners to 
develop a tailored experience. We are proud partners with 
several premier teen leadership groups such as The California 
Endowment’s “Sons and Brothers” and “Sisterhood Rising,” 
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA), Washoe County 
School District’s JROTC and Summer Search. 

“Beautiful grounds, fun activities, strong science/academic 
connection, good pacing, positive environment, great 
accommodations for students with disabilities. Everything 
went smoothly/flawlessly from start to finish.”
- Teacher from San Juan Unified School District

SPECIAL NEEDS
Grizzly Creek Ranch is fully ADA accessible and gives every 
individual the opportunity to learn and explore the outdoors 
in a safe, user-friendly environment. With a long history of 
working with special needs groups of all types, we are the 
leading regional provider of outdoor opportunities to special 
needs students. We work with organizations such as Muscular 
Dystrophy Association, Nevada Diabetes Association and 
Autism Center for Excellence.

CONFERENCES AND RETREATS
We host various conferences and retreats at our campus 
including NGSS Bootcamp and Plumas Business Summit.

IN 2009, SIERRA HEALTH 
FOUNDATION SELECTED 

SIERRA NEVADA JOURNEYS 
TO OPERATE GRIZZLY CREEK 

RANCH TO GROW THE 
FACILITY’S IMPACT ON THE 

HEALTH OF CHILDREN.
THANK YOU.
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ELEVATING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH OUR
FINANCIAL PARTNERS, VOLUNTEERS AND INTERNS
FUNDRAISING
Our financial partners are champions of innovative, outdoor, 
science-based education and understand the sense of 
urgency in engaging children in activities that help them 
become critical thinkers, collaborators, leaders and stewards. 
We applaud our funders’ commitment and compassion. 

With program expansion comes the need for increased 
financial support. To that end, Sierra Nevada Journeys has 
focused on developing a donor-centric fundraising program to 
engage new and current donors in meaningful giving. We want 
all our donors to feel great about their relationship with Sierra 
Nevada Journeys and to see first-hand the impact of their 
donations. 

In 2016, we expanded our outreach across foundations, 
corporations, organizations and individuals. We participated 
in Nevada’s Big Give, a statewide, online giving campaign, and 
used the opportunity to raise funds to send 20 Littles from Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Northern Nevada to our summer camp. 
We also, for the first time, participated in Giving Tuesday, a 
worldwide online giving campaign that has grown significantly 
in the past five years. We submitted more than 100 grant 
applications and reports, and have a high success rate in 
securing grants. We will continue to build on our successes in 
2017 with a particular focus on major giving and increasing 
our fundraising activities in the greater Sacramento area to 
support our burgeoning programs there. 

To view a list of our financial partners from 2016, please visit 
www.sierranevadajourneys.org/donors.

FIELD AND FAMILY SCIENCE NIGHT VOLUNTEERS
We have 25 individuals volunteering their time during field 
trips and Family Science Nights. During Family Science 
Nights, generous organizations such as NV Energy, MWH 
Global, Kiwanis Club of Greater Sacramento, Rotary Club 
of Reno and United Way of Northern Nevada and the Sierra 
help lead science stations in which children and families can 

participate. Our field volunteers are a highly committed group 
of instructors who work up to 30 hours per month inspiring 
students with outdoor science.

TEACHING INTERNSHIPS
We continue to offer undergraduate and graduate students 
various internship opportunities including the Daugherty 
Science Internship (DSI) program in Reno. This internship is 
offered in partnership with the University of Nevada, Reno and 
the Sandra A. Daugherty Foundation with the ultimate goal of 
bringing science teaching experience to elementary education.

Students participate in a blended student teaching experience 
which includes seven weeks at a traditional school placement 
and seven weeks teaching with Sierra Nevada Journeys, all 
taking place during students’ internship semester. 

In 2016, five interns participated in the DSI program. DSI 
alumni are representing science education in the Reno 
community. For example, one is teaching fourth grade at Coral 
Academy of Science, one is teaching kindergarten at Stead 
Elementary and another has continued teaching outdoor 
science education with Sierra Nevada Journeys. 
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STATEMENT OF 
FINANCIAL POSITION      
      

ASSETS    2016  2015  2014  2013  2012
Cash & Cash Equivalents  $1,310,253 $748,460 $466,546 $213,560 $155,024
Accounts Receivable  $106,303 $152,686 $160,346 $80,589 $56,470
Grants Receivable  $39,808 $62,077 $45,674 $27,145 $42,195
Inventory   $5,006  $4,341  $5,584  $3,530  $4,080
Prepaid Expenses  $16,203 $18,587 $17,846 $12,976 $12,860

Total Current Assets  $1,477,573 $986,151 $695,996 $337,800 $270,629
Property and Equipment, net $43,497 $48,710 $36,352 $37,414 $38,135
Total Assets   $1,521,070 $1,034,861 $732,348 $375,214 $308,764
      
LIABILITIES      
Accounts Payable  $2,104  $10,671 $20,919 $12,834 $28,555
Grants Payable   $26,449 $0  $0  $0  $0
Accrued Expenses  $70,162 $101,848 $66,144 $3,957  $18,912
Deferred Revenue  $404,230 $171,181 $225,078 $156,923 $92,545
Total Liabilities   $502,945 $283,700 $312,141 $173,714 $140,012
      
NET ASSETS      
Unrestricted   $974,970 $698,359 $409,207 $197,000 $149,452
Temporarily Restricted  $43,155 $52,802 $11,000 $4,500  $19,300
Total Net Assets   $1,018,125 $751,161 $420,207 $201,500 $168,752
      
Total Liabilities & Net Assets $1,521,070 $1,034,861 $732,348 $375,214 $308,764

REVENUE Program Fees 
$1,639,441

Contributions and Grants 
$1,128,047

59%

41%



15
Si

er
ra

 N
ev

ad
a 

Jo
ur

ne
ys

 A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 2
01

6
SIERRA NEVADA JOURNEYS

STATEMENT OF 
ACTIVITIES      

REVENUE    2016  2015  2014  2013  2012
Contributions and Grants  $1,128,047 $1,168,313 $920,899 $816,643 $702,926
Program Fees and Other Revenue $1,639,441 $1,413,119 $1,307,048 $1,016,996 $1,006,250
Total Revenue   $2,767,488 $2,581,432 $2,227,947 $1,833,639 $1,709,176
      
EXPENSES      
Program Services      
• Grizzly Creek Ranch  $1,681,918 $1,551,321 $1,398,234 $1,255,861 $1,204,210
• Classrooms Unleashed  

and Teacher Training  $479,620 $366,027 $331,159 $292,953 $221,524
Total Program Services  $2,161,538 $1,917,348 $1,729,483 $1,548,814 $1,425,734
      
SUPPORTING SERVICES      
Fundraising   $175,334 $130,047 $152,118 $116,373 $88,600
General and Administrative $163,652 $203,083 $127,729 $116,404 $124,928
Total Supporting Services $338,986 $333,130 $279,847 $232,777 $213,528
      
Total Expenses   $2,500,524 $2,250,478 $2,009,330 $1,781,591 $1,639,262
      
Change in Net Assets  $266,964 $330,954 $218,617 $52,048 $69,914

Full audit available at 
www.sierranevadajourneys.org

86%

7% 7%

EXPENSES Program Services 
$2,161,538

Administration
$163,352

Fundraising
$175,334
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RENO
190 East Liberty Street

Reno, NV 89501
775.355.1688

SACRAMENTO
1331 Garden Highway

Sacramento, CA 95833
916.827.0765

GRIZZLY CREEK RANCH
5900 Grizzly Road
Portola, CA 96122

530.832.1085

www.sierranevadajourneys.org


