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Girls in STEM Program 2019 
Speaker and Cabin Volunteer Description 
 
Program Overview 
With support from Tesla, Sierra Nevada Journeys will be hosting the 2nd annual Girls in STEM 
this August 23-25, 2019 at Grizzly Creek Ranch. This weekend camp event is for girls ages 10-14 
and will focus on energy, sustainability, science and technology, engineering and math, as well 
as leadership development, communication, collaboration and problem solving. We will feature 
several amazing local women guest speakers from STEM fields, and the weekend will include 
lots of hands-on activities, outdoor exploration, and a high ropes challenge course experience. 
In addition to a sponsorship from Tesla, we’ll be partnering with Envirolution on this great 
experience!  

• This program is open to girls ages 10-14 from schools that have a Free/Reduced Lunch 
eligibility of at least 50 percent.   

• The only cost is a one-time program registration fee of $25.  
• Transportation will be provided from Reno to Grizzly Creek Ranch on Friday August 23, 

and back to Reno on Sunday August 25. Details TBD. 
• Program capacity is 120 young women; and we are seeking 24 cabin volunteers and 10 

speakers.   
• To register as a speaker or volunteer (or both) please visit: 

https://www.sierranevadajourneys.org/girls-in-stem 
• Feel free to help share this information with colleagues. 

 
Roles and Responsibilities of Cabin Volunteers 
Cabin volunteers are essential to helping the program team achieve our goals for the Girls in 
STEM experience. We are seeking women volunteers that are excited to work with young 
people in an outdoor setting. Each cabin will sleep up to 10 girls, and will be overseen by two 
adult volunteers.Volunteer responsibilities include: 

• Being positive adult role models and building relationships. 
• Chaperoning during cabin times, ensuring lights are out at night and girls are “up and at 

‘em” in the mornings, and facilitate cabin group activities.   
• Helping with transitions between programs, meals, cabin time, “me time,” etc.   
• Potential conflict resolution in cabins with girls ages 10-14.   
• Helping to guide activities outdoors during “me time” (i.e., frisbee, arts and crafts, 

soccer, reading, etc.).   
• Participating as adult chaperones in trail groups during the Sierra Nevada Journeys 

teambuilding on the high ropes challenge course.   
• All volunteers will need to undergo a federal background check, facilitated and paid for 

by Sierra Nevada Journeys. Volunteers will also be required to attend an orientation 
meeting prior to the event. 
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Roles and Responsibilities of Guest Speakers 
We are seeking women from STEM fields to participate as speakers on Saturday night. Each 
speaker will provide a brief bio about who they are, how they got into their field, and some 
unique components of their job or research. From this bio, Sierra Nevada Journeys staff will 
create a “bingo” board that has one fun fact about each individual. Student groups will look for 
different individuals around campus and “uncover” which fun fact matches that individual. 
Participating women in STEM fields are encouraged to bring props, examples of their work, 
photos, or “dress” as their career if applicable. It is also encouraged that they make their 
presentation more than just a lecture — find ways for Girls in STEM participants to ask 
questions or be actively involved. (Sierra Nevada Journeys staff can help generate ideas as 
well.) Expect to prepare a 10-to-15-minute presentation that you will deliver to small groups of 
girls, that you may repeat several times.  STEM speaker presentations will be held Saturday 
night, August 24, after dinner.  
 
 
To sign up as a volunteer or speaker at the 2019 Girls in STEM Camp, please visit 
https://www.sierranevadajourneys.org/girls-in-stem.  For more questions, email Angie Gornik 
at snjcamps@sierranevadajourneys.org.   
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