
REDEFINE
YOUR CLASSROOM.

THE NEW NATURE OF LEARNING
Think outside. Outside the classroom, outside the 
textbooks and outside the expectations of what science 
learning can be. With Sierra Nevada Journeys – a non-
profit dedicated to developing problem solving skills 
through outdoor science – we turn the great outdoors 
into a powerful academic experience.

CALLING ALL 3RD GRADE TEACHERS!

OUTDOOR SCIENCE FIELD STUDY WITH 
CLASSROOM EDUCATION

OUTDOOR OVERNIGHT LEARNING PROGRAM

TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

FAMILY SCIENCE/STEM NIGHT 

SUMMER CAMPS

LEARN MORE OR REGISTER
Sarah@SierraNevadaJourneys.org

S I E R R A N E V A D A J O U R N E Y S . O R G  |  9 1 6 - 8 2 7 - 0 7 6 5

Sierra Nevada Journeys is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.



At a time when science literacy is in critical demand, 
California’s elementary school science test scores are 
significantly lower than the national average. Sierra 
Nevada Journeys makes a positive impact on your 
students’ lives through hands-on outdoor science 
education. Our program assessments are externally 
evaluated and show that on average, 90% of participating 
students demonstrate increased comprehension of 
related State Science Standards.

THE BIG IDEA
Sierra Nevada Journeys uses the unique outdoor 
classrooms of our region to deliver science and 
collaborative problem solving education. To date, we’ve 
provided life-changing learning experiences to countless 
students and educators. Let’s make your class the latest 
success story!

• All of our classroom educators are 
credentialed teachers.

• Program fees are based on a sliding scale 
to meet the needs of all schools.

3RD GRADE PROGRAM - HABITS AND HABITATS
Through collaborative discussion and investigation, 
students learn about habitats, survival of organisms and 
patterns of environmental change. In addition to a four-
hour field study at a local natural area, we provide three, 
90-minute supplemental classes supporting our Habits 
and Habitats curriculum including lessons on Habitats and 
Patterns of Change, Adaptations, Exploring Local Habitats 
and Changing Environments. This unit is backwards 
designed from Common Core̊  and Next Generation 
Science̊ ˚ State Standards for third grade.

PREPARE YOUR 3RD GRADE
STUDENTS FOR THE FUTURE

NEVADA
#44 of 50
(Far below Average)

CALIFORNIA 
#34 of 50
(Below Average) RANKING OF SCIENCE EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES

According to the Science and Engineering Readiness Index (SERI), 
California and Nevada rank below average and far below 

average, respectively, in educating students in science.

LESSONS OVERVIEW

LESSON 1: It’s All Connected
During this 90-minute classroom lesson 
students are introduced to the concept of 
systems. Students will explore how habitats 
are interconnected to create larger ecosystems 
with a variety of living and non-living factors that 
interact and depend on each other for survival. 

LESSON 2: Coyote Hunt
During this 90 -minute classroom lesson 
students act as “coyotes” and compete for 
survival amidst various environmental changes. 
Students will work in groups to analyze different 
levels of resilience and determine what facts of 
evidence best support their survival outcomes 
as coyotes.

LESSON 3: Habitat Connections
During this three hour field study students 
take their learning outside as they explore 
local ecosystem connections at a nearby park. 
Students act as “deer” in the field, simulating 
various levels of resilience from past and present 
local environmental changes.

LESSON 4: Make a Claim!
During this 90 minute classroom lesson students 
work together in teams to manage a company that 
builds “paper chains” using natural resources as 
the raw materials for their products. Students 
explore the concept of what it means to use 
these resources, and the impacts that can have 
on ecosystems so humans can have what they 
want or need.
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