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Sierra Nevada Journeys is 

the leading provider of 
experiential and science 
education in the greater 

Reno/Tahoe area.  A 
registered  Nevada non-profit 

corporation, its vision is to 
empower youth through 
positive risk taking and 
experiential leadership, 
science, and outdoor 

education.  The organization 
offers educational 

opportunities for students 
and teachers in grades K-12 
through in-class, after-school, 

weekend, summer camps, 
and residential outdoor 
school programs.  More 
information on this - and 
other - programs can be 

found on our website (see 
Quick Links below). 

Quick Links  
Our Website 

Calendar of Events 
Camp Blog 

Project Learning Tree 

  
Meet Our New 

Staff 
  

Message From the Director 

  
Dear Friends, 
  
      2009 has proven to be an exciting year thus far for SNJ!  
We have entered a period of unprecedented growth as an 
organization.  In the first six months of 2009 we have more 
than doubled the number of students served in all of 2008.  This year we have already 
served over 6,000 students with over 52,000 hours of educational enrichment.  In order to 
expand our reach and impact on the other side of the Sierras, we are also opening up a new 
office in Sacramento.  We continue to bring on new staff members, including AmeriCorps 
VISTAs, to help build capacity.   
      We invite you to read our newsletter to see a few other exciting developments we've had 
in the past few months.  Without you, our expansion and the success we are having with 
local youth would not be possible.  Thank you for your continued support, and we look 
forward to growing with you in the future!  
 
  
Warm Regards, 
Jonathan Mueller 

SNJ to Host 2010 Project 
Learning Tree Conference 

 Project Learning Tree International Coordinators' 
Conference Headed to Nevada!  

     Sierra Nevada Journeys is honored to announce that, in partnership 
with Nevada Outdoor School and the Nevada 
Division of Forestry, we will be the lead sponsors of 
the Project Learning Tree International Coordinators' 
Conference in May 2010.     
     Project Learning Tree® (PLT) is an award 
winning, multi-disciplinary environmental education 
program for educators and students in Pre-
Kindergarten through 12th grade.  A program of the 
American Forest Foundation and founded in 1976,  it is one of the most 
widely used environmental education programs in the United States and 
abroad, and continues to set the standard for environmental education 
excellence. 
     This year's conference, held in Indiana, hosted approximately 120 
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participants from 42 states, Japan, and Mexico.  This annual event serves 
as a platform to provide ongoing professional development for state and 
international PLT leaders, launch new PLT initiatives, share models of 
success, and celebrate accomplishments. 
     Members of the PLT administrative team and state coordinators are 
very excited about visiting Nevada for this event.  In turn, we 're excited to 
share the wonder and beauty of Northern Nevada with our PLT friends 
and look forward to continuing our efforts to put Nevada on the map as a 
model in the effort to enhance environmental literacy.  To learn more 
about Project Learning Tree, visit their website at www.plt.org. 

SNJ In the News 

In edible education news, Josie Glassberg was featured in USA Today 
this spring.  She created SNJ's Seeds of Change which continues to 

empower schools to develop sustainable gardens through  afterschool 
garden clubs for students, faculty-led garden committees, and 

professional development for teachers.  Students get their hands dirty as 
seeds of scientific inquiry are planted, school pride is cultivated, and a 

taste for vegetables is harvested!  
  

  Woman helps instill in kids love of nature  

  
RENO - To Josie Glassberg, it's 
about linking children to nature. The 
need is clear to the 25-year-old 
Reno resident. 
"This generation is less connected 
to nature than any before it," 
Glassberg says. 
Glassberg volunteers with an 
outdoor educational non-profit 
group, Sierra Nevada Journeys , as 

part of AmeriCorps. The group strives to supplement youths' traditional 
education with information emphasizing nature's importance. 
     What children learned by playing and working outside in the past is 
largely "foreign" to many today, Glassberg says. 
     She and colleagues try to change that with field trips, camps and 
classroom visits with a hands-on, rather than textbook, emphasis. 
At a Reno charter school, Glassberg recently took third-graders outside to 
sift through dirt - part of a "Seeds of Change" learning experience to teach 
how seeds sprout much of the food that ends up on their plates. "The 
good news is that once kids are exposed to nature, it's not difficult to keep 
their attention," Glassberg says. 
   
-USA Today  

SNJ In the Community 

Carson Students Celebrate Earth Week!  
  

What a week!  Sierra Nevada Journeys in 
partnership with the Bureau of Land 
Managment celebrated Earth Week with 
students from Carson City School District at 
Silver Saddle Ranch.  The weather was 
beautiful, the energy was high, and there were 
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many adventures.   
     A teacher from Bordewich/Bray Elementary summed up the trip in a 
follow-up letter, "When reviewing the games and activities we did during 
the field trip, all students had many things they were thankful for.  I believe 
that the field trip taught a depth to the outdoor experience, a respect for 
being outdoors, and a breadth to the animals and plants in our own back 
yard.  I hope to see these outdoor field trips continue in our area.  
Thanks!"   
     Students participated in activites ranging from water quality monitoring 
to plant identification with some predator-prey tag along the way.  Through 
outdoor experiences, students gain knowledge about nature's beauty and 
begin to develop a passion and a sense of stewardship for our wild places. 
     Thank you to all the students and teachers for making it a successful 
Earth Week!  We will see you all again next year. 

The 2009 Lamoille Institute For Educators 
    Sign-up now for the Lamoille Institute For Educators (LIFE)! 

 Registration ends this Friday, July 3! 
    LIFE is a week-long conference held in the Ruby Mountains just south of Elko.  In its 
third year, the 2009 conference theme is Growing Change: Empowering Educators to Do 
More with Less.  The conference is an amazing opportunity for teachers to learn 
engaging, hands-on lessons and receive materials while spending time outside in 
beautiful Lamoille Canyon.  Teams of teachers and families are encouraged to attend.  
  

The details are as follows: 
Credits:  2 NDE renewal credits (no fee) or 2 graduate credits (extra fee) 
Cost:   Teacher:  $175.00 (all but one meal included, lodging/camp site included for all participants) 
            Family Member/Non-participant:  $70.00 
            Children are welcome! 
            Teacher team discounts available! 
Dates:  August 3 - 7, 2009 
Location:  Lyon's Camp Lamoille Canyon, NV 

Community Needs Assessment 
 
 
Here at Sierra Nevada Journeys, we are deeply concerned with the educational services we provide to our 
community.  One aspect of this involves understanding the real need of the schools and partners with which we 
work.  As an ongoing effort to provide the best possible service to the community, we recently sent this 15-
question survey to local educators who have participated in our programs. 
  
If you are interested in viewing our survey, we invite you to follow the link below: 
  
http://sierranevadajourneys.questionform.com/public/northern-nevada-community-needs-assessment 
   
  

Summer Programs 
 
 
Earth to Sky Day Camp   
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SNJ has a fun and *educational* day camp for kids. Summertime adventures will be happening through July at 
Rancho San Raphel Park in Reno.  We will be launching water rockets, building geodesic domes, learning 
about conservation, and making new friends- the whole package!   
  
  
Youth Backcountry Camp 
  
High school students are getting ready for this year's Youth Backcountry Camps!  
Activities include hiking, building shelters, using a map and compass, sampling 
backcountry cuisine, and even building trails in the most beautiful place in the 
Sierras, the Tahoe Rim Trail.  Students are discovering the leader within as they go 
on the adventure of the summer and leave with new skills, new friends, and 
memories that will last a lifetime.  Camps are avaliable through a partnership 
between SNJ and the Tahoe Rim Trail Association.  
  
For more information or to register for your camper, please contact Amy at (775)355-
1688 or info@sierranevadajourneys.org. 
 
  
Summit Camp  
  
Students were empowered through experiential outdoor education over the course of two, week-long Summit 
Camp sessions at Camp Galillee on the shores of Lake Tahoe. Students explored the outdoors with hands-on 
activities, learned about amazing scientific principles, swam in Lake Tahoe, took incredible field-trips, made art-
projects, soared through our team challenges, had a camp-wide friendly competition ... and so much more! We 
brought the "fun" back into science, the outdoors, and leadership.  
    

Contact Info  
Sierra Nevada Journeys 
1301 Cordone Ave, Suite 110 
Reno, NV 89502 
P: 775-355-1688 
Jonathan Mueller, Executive Director 
jonathan@sierranevadajourneys.org 
www.sierranevadajourneys.org  
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