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Message from the Executive Director  

Dear Friends, 
 
Iôm honored and excited to report on Sierra Nevada Journeysô incredible progress in 
2007.  SNJ was incorporated just over one year ago as a Nevada non-profit 
organization with a mission to ñempower youth through positive risk-taking and 
experiential leadership, science, and outdoor education.ò  Weôve come a long way in 
the past year, launching spring break ñEarth-to-Skyò day camps, after-school 
Adventure Science Clubs, a residential ñSummit Campò in June, four weeks of our 
overnight Journeys Outdoor School, in-class programs, our Pinnacles rock-climbing an 
leadership program, and much more!  Itôs been an extraordinary year.   
 
The feedback from the community has been tremendous, as weôve served 620 
students and provided nearly $5,000 in scholarships and free programming.  We want 
to make sure these important programs are available to all youth within our 
community.  We canôt say óthank youô enough to our funding and program partners for 
their generous support and help in building SNJ into a sustainable organization that 
transforms studentsô lives. 
 
We look forward to building on this yearôs success as we move into 2008.  Our goal is 
to provide experiential leadership, science and outdoor education to as many students 
as we can reach in the Northern Nevada and Northern California areas.  We want to 
fight ñnature deficit disorderò one student and one class at a time to promote self-
confidence and hands-on learning about the natural world.  We want more students 
to have experiences like one who said, "I got to be outdoors with my friends, which is 
fun.  I wish this time could last longer."  We want more teachers to say, ñThis 
experience has changed the entire dynamic of my classroom! Thank you!ò 
 
At this important point in the organizations development I want to offer a big ñthank 
youò to all of you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jonathan Mueller 
Executive Director 
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Sierra Nevada Journeys is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, 
incorporated in December 2006.  We are the leading provider 
of experiential education in the greater Reno/Lake Tahoe area 
and our programs stretch across both sides of the Nevada/
California border.  We believe strongly in providing students 
not only academic enrichment, but the opportunity to become 
leaders and responsible caretakers of our natural world.  We 
accomplish this through a variety of in -school, after-school, 
summer, and residential offerings.  Each of our programs is 
focused on experientialði.e. ñhands-onòðlearning; is place-
based, tied to a studentsô local community, inquiry based, 
drawing information out of students rather than feeding it to 
them, and addresses multiple intelligences.   
 
Each child that embarks on one of our programs takes a 
ñJourneyò of their own, a journey of academic and personal 
growth that equips them to be an important part of our 
greater community.   

 

 

Introduction  

MISSION  
 

Empowering youth through positive risk -taking and 
experiential leadership, science, and outdoor education. 

   
 

VISION  
 

To build a community of youth who are motivated to be 
leaders, scientists, and responsible caretakers of our 

natural world. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2007 SNJ  
Board of Directors 

 
Theodore Oleson, Jr., President 
Professor of Economics, University of 

Nevada-Reno 
 

Kimberly Somma, Secretary 
Director, Wellspring Camp, Healthy 

Living Academies 
 

Jonathan Mueller 
SNJ Executive Director 

 
 
 

SNJ Permanent Staff 
 

Executive Director 
Jonathan Mueller 

 
Director of Programs 

Bethany Steiner 
 

Program Coordinator & 
AmeriCorps VISTA 

Josie Glassberg 
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SNJ Progress  in 2007  

Our successes in 2007 include: 
Ã Serving 620 students with more than 17,700 hours of student programming  
Ã 22% of those students were on the Free & Reduced Lunch Program, and we gave out $4,800 in 

scholarships 
Ã We raised over $27,000  in grants and donations, and $36,000 in in -kind contributions 
Ã We went from one to three full -time employees 
Ã More than 50 volunteers contributed over 5,000 hours of volunteer effort (valued at nearly $97,000)  

From Incorporation to 620 students!  

Community Feedback for SNJ Programs  
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Parents say é 
I think the children (and adults) learned more about science, the environment, respect, teamwork, and 
cooperation in one week than they would in a traditional school class in 6 months.  

Our daughter had a WONDERFUL time and she has convinced her brother to go next year!!  

My son had such a great time at camp. Big thanks to you and all of the counselors who made his first over -
night camp a great experience. 

All instructors were well trained and taught all of the students 
effectively. The positive learning environment was effective and fun for 
all! 

Thanks so much for having my daughter this year in camp.   She 
absolutely loved it.  She hasn't stopped talking about it since she has 
been home.  She learned so much that she has even taught me a few 
things I didn't know.   Thanks again for taking such good care of my 
child while in your care. 

Teachers & Principals Say é 
Curriculum and every single instructor was Outstanding! 

I can speak from the heart because I know what you guys are doing is solid and productive for kids.  

The classes were packed with learning and the students were engaged the entire time.  Thank you!  

Kids say é 
"The Rock Climbing was amazing!  I never knew I could be so powerful! It made me feel very special about 
myself.  Rock Climbing is like a BIG puzzle - there is always a way to figure out how to get to the top.  " 

I really enjoyed camp.   I liked the hike, the food, electives, swimming, art, and pretty much everything 
else.  I hope I can go to Summit Camp again.   It was the most fun I've ever had!   



2007 Program Detail  

Empowering Youth Through Posi-

tive Risk-Taking and Experiential 

Leadership, Science, and Outdoor 

Education 

Journeys Outdoor 
School  

Fall/Spring Residential Programs:  
2-5 day overnight camps for classes! 

Teachers choose from a menu of sci-
ence, outdoor, and leadership mod-

ules. 

 

After -School Programs  
Adventure Science Club:                            

Exciting, hands-on, and FUN science  

activities after school including Oreo  

Geology, Geodesic Domes, and 
more! 

Pinnacles Program:                                     
Physical challenge and leadership       

development through climbing and   

teambuilding at RockSport Indoor    
Climbing Gym in Reno! 

Summer & Break  
Programs  

Summit Camp:                              
Putting the fun and education back 

into summer camp. Hiking, swim-
ming, ropes course, water rocket 

blast offs and more!   

 

Classroom  
Resources  

SPARCï School Programs 
and Resources  for the Class-

room:  
Instructors teach hands-on sci-

ence for full and half day pro-

grams in your classroom! 
 

Classrooms Unleashed!                             
Instructors lead class field-trips 

to beautiful and educational loca-
tions ( Spooner Lake, Galena 

State Park, Washoe Lake, etc. ) 
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